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SATAN, INC. 
Topic: Satanism 

Purpose of this Session: 

C. S. Lewis wrote in The Screwtape Letters. There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can tall about 
the devils. One is to disbelieve in their existence The other is to believe and to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest hi 
them."* It is the intention of this TalkSheet to do neither, yet the tendency has been to err on either side when talking with 
people about satanism. The discussion that takes place should not focus upon the gory details of satanic rituals and 
worship but must address the realities of satanic involvement by today's high school youths. Use this TalkSheet to gener- 
ate a balanced discussion on the reality of Satan in today's wortd. 

To Introduce the Topic: 
One way of quickly introducing this topic is to ask the group members to name all of the movies that contain demonic or 
satanic themes. You can then point out the growing trend in our culture toward the satanic. 

A humorous way to begin this session is to ask two or three of the young people to create a skit. They may want to 
pattern the skit after the now classic "Church Lady" from Saturday Night Live or create their own original skit. 

The Discussion: 
Item #1: Write the word Satan on the chalkboard or on a large piece of newsprint. Ask the group members to list all of 
their responses. State that you would like to discuss satanism and the demonic in a mature manner without putting others 
down. 
Item #2: On a chalkboard or on a large piece of newsprint, place two headings—"Fact" and "Fiction," with a vertical line 
drawn between them. Brainstorm a list of truths about Satan under the "Pact heading and a list of falsehoods about Satan 
under the "Fiction" heading. 
Item #3: You can expect a wide range of answers on this. Allow the group members time to debate ttieir responses. Do 
not allow the debate to polarize the group, especially over the issue of heavy metal music. The point of the debate is tor 
the group to hear different people's opinions regarding the influence Satan has in our everyday lives. 
Item #4: Again you can expect a wide range of answers on this, even from those who attend the same school. This is not 
an attempt to discover who has the biggest problem with satanism, so do not permit names or gruesome details to be 
mentioned. The objective is to find out to what extent satanism is a problem. Follow up with the question, "Why do you 
think satanism is such a growing phenomenon?" 
Item #5: These statements should generate some good, healthy debates. Have the group members share their opinions 
on each one and give reasons why they feel the way they do. See if the group can come to a consensus of opinion 
regarding Satan's influence on today's high schoolers. Focus the discussion not only on satanic activities like Ouija 
boards or witchcraft, but also on how Satan and evil attempt to subvert the work of Christ in today's world. 
Item #6: This activity provides you with the opportunity to discuss how Christians can resist and thwart the work of the 
Adversary. Divide the young people into small groups and have each group take a different passage of Scripture. Allow 
enough time for them to reach a consensus on what they think the passage has to say about how a Christian should 
respond to the Devil. Each of the small groups can then report back to the group as a whole. 

To Close the Session: 
Explain to the group that one of Satan's strategies is to convince people he does not exist. The other strategy is to con- 
vince people he is real and that he can provide them with power. This is appealing to some young people, especially 
those who feel powerless. But this power is false and empty. Only the one true God has the power for living. Emphasize 
the reality of Satan and the evil work he and his demons are carrying out in today's world. This can be effectively and 
quickly done by pointing out some of the names the Bible has given Satan: accuser (Revelation 12:10), enemy (1 Peter 
5:8), evil one (1 John 5:19), liar (John 8:44), and tempter (Matthew 4:3). Also emphasize that Christ came to destroy the 
work of the Devil (1 John 3:8), that Christ has rescued us from Satan's power (Colossians 1:18), and that the Christ who 
dwells in every Christian through the Holy Spirit is greater than Satan (1 John 4:4). 

Outside Activity: 
Have the group search the Scriptures for examples of how biblical characters dealt with Satan. 
"C. S. Lewis, The Screwtape Letters (New York: Macmillan, 1959 and 1961), 
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