Friendship — David & Jonathon

* Understand the passage of 1 Samuel 19, 20

* To establish the types of friendship we have
and what makes true friendship and how it is
maintained with Christ

* To assess whether we have contributed to
our friends lives in a positive way

Spiritual Preparation:

* Read 1 Samuel 15-24

* Think about what has made your own friendships flourish and
establish why some other friendships have not been so fruitful and
perhaps failed

* Consider the values of: wanting the best for your friends,
promises/vows, trust, love, honesty and sincerity in a friendship

* Consider how your friendship with the Lord has come about

* Think of replies to questions relating to Jonathon'’s rebellion against
his father

Verses:

“ So Jonathan said to David, “Whatever you yourself desire, | will do it for
you.” [1 Samuel 20: 4]

“Greater love has no-one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.
You are my friends if you do what | command. | no longer call you servants,
because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead | have
called you friends, for everything that | have learned from my Father | have
made known to you." [John 15:12-15]

References:
* Talk by Bishop Suriel — “Friendship”
Friendship (http://www.coptichymns.net/module-pagesetter-viewpub-
tid-1-pid-388.html)
* David and Saul Il ~ “Jonathan's Friendship”

Hieromartyr Pankratios, Bishop of Taormina in Sicily
(www.antiochian.org/dynamis/1089345600.html)




Activity:

Trust: You may like to try the trust game in your class if you ‘trust’ them.
Have one of them stand on a chair with their back to the rest of the group
who will be behind them in two lines, with their arms outstretched ready to
catch the person on the chair who will fall backwards with their eyes closed.
Ensure you prepare the others to be prepared to catch them.

Attributes of a True Friend: Allow the children to describe in one or a few
words what they think is important in a friendship. Pass around papers and
pens and ask them to write down (anonymously) their thoughts individually
without talking to each other about it. Write up the results on the board and
discuss the answers.

Lesson:

Read one of the stories of the friendship between David and Jonathon as a
class and summarize the others- encouraging the class to read the stories
and see if their friends would do the same

The story of Jonathan and David'’s friendship in 1 Samuel, shows us how a
true friendship should function. The story entails all the attributes of
friendship regarding love through the Lord, self sacrifice, honesty, sincerity
and obedience to the Law of the Lord.

King Saul reigned over Israel but his reign was short-lived as he began to
disobey God’'s commands [1 Sam 13:11-14][13:35]. Saul become enraged
as he discovers that his reign as king will be given to David the son of
Jesse who has clearly found favour, not only in the people’s eyes [18:7-9]
but also in the eyes of the Lord. David’s main highlight was defeating
Goliath using a slingshot and ‘the name of the Lord” [17:45]

This causes great jealousy in King Saul, to the extent that Saul becomes
obsessed with wanting to have David killed. However, his plot is revealed
to his son Jonathan, who has, as with the majority of the people, found
favour with David also. Jonathan’s friendship to David is to the extent that
he must go against his father's wishes to successfully save his friend David
from the ruthlessness of his enraged father Saul.

It should be noted that Jonathan’s rebellion is justified by the result of his
intervention. That is, by warning David of his father’s intentions, Jonathan
has saved David from being killed for doing no wrong and saved himself

from being an ‘accessory’ to the sin of murder that his father Saul was



trying to commit. This does not give us the green light to rebel against our
parents wishes, it simply highlights that we are ultimately under the Law of
the Lord and whilst we must “honour our father and mother”, we must also
“‘not murder”. So therefore, we see how righteous a person Jonathan was;
as he was able to clearly assess the situation according to the Laws of
God.

Observing Jonathan’s actions and behaviour we clearly see what makes a
true friend.

A true friend will have several characteristics that include: protection, trust,
honesty, respect, loyalty, sacrificing and most importantly will give and not
expect anything back.

You may wish to open up discussion about one or several of the topics this
friendship highlights

* Protection

* Loyalty

* Respect and

* Giving

Offer the children one example from both the Bible and one of your own
experiences.

Other types of friends include:

Aquaintances: people you know. Such as those you work with, see on the
bus/train

Harmful friends: those who always seem to take and rarely give. They are
also likely to give you wrong advice eg. Job and his friends the “miserable
comforters”

When we assess our friendships we need to be critical of ourselves only
and this will, God willing, lead to many friendships that have their
foundation in Christ’s love that He pours on us as the greatest friend of all.
We must learn the value of forgiving and giving without wanting anything in
return; knowing that this is what pleases God and finds favour in His eyes.



Background Info:
1 Samuel

Elkhanah had a wife named Hannah with no children, and another wife,
Peninnah who had children. Hannah was very bitter that she was barren
but after she prayed, she gave birth to Samuel. She pledged the child to
the Lord. Samuel ministered to God. The head priest Eli was trying to get
the Israelites to stop sinning when an angel of God came to him and told
him that God would soon raise up a great priest. God came to Samuel and
told him that He was going to turn against Eli. Samuel told Eli this and
when the Israelites went out to fight the Philistines, the Ark of the
Covenant was taken. Eli died of shock.

The Philistines set the Ark near their god but the statue kept falling over.
Eventually, after seven months, the Philistines sent the Ark back because
it caused too much trouble. Samuel told the Israelites to pray only to God.
The children of Israel gathered and overcame the Philistines. Samuel
became a judge of Israel and made his sons judges. His sons, however,
were corrupt. The people asked for a king to reign over them and Samuel
responded that a king would request all the honors due to God. A man
named Saul was born and God told Samuel that Saul was honorable. Saul
came seeking Samuel as a seer and the next day Samuel anointed him
and told him to wait for him in Gilgal.

"And it came to pass, when all that knew him beforetime saw that,
behold, he prophesied among the prophets, then the people said one to
another, What is this that is come unto the son of Kish? Is Saul also
among the prophets? And one of the same place answered and said, But
who is their father? There it came to be a proverb, Is Saul also among the
prophets?" [1 Samuel, 10:11-12]

Samuel called the people together and told them that Saul would be the
redeemer of their sins. Some of them wanted to make a treaty with a
neighboring people, but Saul told them not to. He led them in war and
they made him king in Gilgal. Samuel warned the people to fear and love
the Lord. Saul waged war against the Philistines but Samuel told him that
he acted foolishly because they were outnumbered. Jonathan, Saul's son,
wanted to attack a Philistine garrison. They fought the Philistines for
many years. Samuel directed him to attack another city and destroy
everything.



Saul kept the sheep and God told Samuel that this displeased Him.

Samuel warned Saul that he would not be king much longer and he
repented and worshiped God. God told Samuel to stop mourning Saul and
go to Bethlehem where he would find a new king among the sons of
Jesse. Jesse had seven sons, but the youngest, David, was to be king.
David played the harp for Saul and made his spirit clean again. They went
to fight against the Philistines again, but they sent out a great warrior
named Goliath who scared all of the Israelites. David returned from
feeding his family's sheep to find all the soldiers fleeing from Goliath.
Saul would not let him fight. David went into the battle without armor and
announced that he came in the name of God. He killed Goliath with a
stone from his sling.

Jonathan loved David. Saul got jealous because everyone respected David
more, including his own son. Saul's daughter also loved David but Saul
requested 100 Philistine foreskins in exchange for her hand. Saul wanted
Jonathan to kill David, but Jonathan refused. David went to Bethlehem
and Jonathan wanted to join him there. He refused to eat meat for a
month. David fled around the land and was imprisoned in Moab. Saul
killed people who helped him. Jonathan joined David and told him that he
would be king. Philistines attacked and distracted Saul from seeking
David. David met him and asked him to stop pursuing him. Saul wept and
admitted that David was to be king. David married a woman named
Abigail after God killed her first husband. His servants had gone to her
husband's house to request food but he refused them. When David came
himself, Abigail asked for forgiveness.

The men around Saul turned against David but David refused to kill Saul.
God stopped talking to Saul so he sought help from a sinful soothsayer.
Samuel returned and told Saul that Israel would fall into the hands of the
Philistines. While David was fighting the Philistines another tribe took his
city. He returned and took back the city. He dispersed the spoils among
his men and made it known that only those who fought would get a part
of the booty. The Philistines defeated Israel and Saul killed himself.

Friendship
(http://www.coptichymns.net/module-pagesetter-viewpub-tid-1-pid-388.html)

by H.G. Bishop Suriel

Wednesday, December 29, 2004

Everyone needs friends; even adults cannot do without certain friends.
Young people may learn lifelong lessons from friendships, grow in Christ
through friends, get in trouble because of friends and become very close
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to friends. We need to understand the three types of friendships, what
the Bible teaches about friendship, and the characteristics of true
friendship.

Friendship is a vital part of young people's lives today. They cannot do
without their friends. They would feel so threatened if they lost their
friends. It is a natural part of growing up. So, it is a human need. Rarely
do we find someone who does not have a couple of friends, especially in
the teenage years.

| am worried however, that perhaps some people are becoming more
individualistic and separating themselves from society. There are a lot of
lonely people in today's society who have no friends, and no one who
cares for them. Perhaps technology and the American society is
promulgating this ideology. How, you may say, when everything around
us is being automated? You go to get gas and all you have to do is put a
piece of plastic into a machine and you have your gas. No one to talk to
or give you the change or to argue with. You go to McDonald's or Burger
King and the same thing happens. People are in a rush, no time to talk to
others. So, you drive through speak to a machine and not to a human and
get your order. You go to the bank and you can do your banking through
the ATM's, no contact with a human soul and no hassles.

Even worse than this is the Internet; you can almost do everything on the
Internet these days and without saying a single word to anyone. You
could live in your own little world inside the Internet and do all of your
chores, buy everything you want, pay your bills, and you can even get a
pizza from Pizza Hut! What is this going to do to human relationships,
especially between friends? Are friends going to be something of the
past? | really wonder sometimes!

Also American society, in particular, encourages in us this type of
behaviour. Everyone here is very individualistic; it's how the society
operates. Everyone is on his or her own. You may be living in an
apartment block and not even know who your neighbours are! | pray and
hope that this technology does not destroy our society.

Well, I do not want to go too far off the track of our topic. Friends are the
lifeblood of adolescence. We need to understand the three types of
friendships, what the Bible teaches about friendship, and the
characteristics of true friendship. We also want to know what the fathers
of the Church taught about friendship. You must also know what kind of
friend you need to be.

So what are the three types of friendship?




The first type | call acquaintances. They are people that you know. They
may be fellow students at school in your same class or activity. Or they
may be acquaintances of your family, or on your sports team. You may
not feel very close to these people, and it is probably a very superficial
relationship. You know it's the type of relationship of "Hi, Sally, how are
you doing'? and see ya tomorrow" type of thing. Just someone you know
and meet perhaps everyday, but you do not actually sit and speak to this
person on a personal level. It's just basically an exchange of greetings, or
a working relationship. That means you just happen to work with this
person and you may only speak to them concerning your work. So, these
are just acquaintances or work mates. We cannot really call these types of
people friends, but more preferably to call them acquaintances or
colleagues.

The second type may be a friend that harms you. This type of friendship
is one that wants to take from you all the time. Whether it is money,
prestige or many other things. They may also be harmful in that they give
you wrong advice and teach you to solve your problems in a wrong or evil
way. They may be leading you to the path of death, whether spiritual or
physical death. They may lead you to do things that are against your
conscience or against your faith. Deep inside of you, you know that it is
wrong and will get you in trouble. They may pressure you to smoke or
have a boyfriend or to steal.

Look at the example of Job and his friends in the Old Testament. Job calls
his friends, "miserable comforters", because instead of assisting him to
get over his distress, they make him more uncomfortable by their words.
We also see the example of Rehoboam, who took the advice of the young
men instead of the elders, and it brought about the division of the tribes
of Israel.

If we look at some statistics of teen behaviour, it reveals that: 66% lied to
a parent, teacher or other adult, 60% lied to their parents, 45% watched
MTYV at least once a week, 36% cheated on an exam, 25% smoked a
cigarette or other tobacco product, 1 out of 9 got drunk, 1 out of 10 used
illegal drugs.

A lot of this behaviour is influenced by peer pressure. Young people face
severe peer pressure to act in certain ways, to talk in certain ways, to
dress in certain ways, to join certain groups, and to try certain things.

Any deviation from what is considered the "normal” or popular thing to
do can result in ridicule and rejection. If someone does not have a
boyfriend/girlfriend they may be considered abnormal or gay.

What are the effects of peer pressure?




Experimentation: The teen may be asked by his friends to try something
and is told that it won't hurt him.

Fear and frustration: He may be afraid because deep inside of him he
knows that it is wrong. It frustrates him because he wants his friends to
accept him.

Depression: Repeated attempts at conformity (to fit in) results not in
fulfilment but frustration and loneliness.

Confusion: Between peer values and family and religious values.
Negative peer pressure involves a choice of what to:

1. Act like
2. End up like
3. Feel treated like by this group or others.

Peer pressure promises acceptance and approval to young people, but it
is an empty promise. These type of friends are not real and true friends.
Peer pressure is natural and understandable. It can be positive or
negative. It is unavoidable, not only do young people face it every day,
but their parents, teachers and others do too. Our Lord Jesus Himself was
faced with peer pressure, yet without sinning. The Bible says that He was,
"tempted in every way, Just as we are -- yet without sin." In Romans 12:2
St. Paul tells us, "and do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is
that good and acceptable and perfect will of God."

So who are my true friends then? This is what we want to concentrate on.
There is a nice saying which says, "tell me who your friends are and | will
tell you who you are." Your friends reveal you, and your personality.
Unfortunately sometimes people will judge us by the people that we hang
around with. If we have friends that are into crime, drugs and raging,
then people will automatically assume that we are the same because we
hang around all the time with such people. You may say. "they are just
friends, | don't do the things that they do." It may be so, but the question
is for how long? How strong are you, what type of personality do you
have, are you strong enough to resist all temptation? Do you have the
ability to lead such people to repentance or will you eventually give in
and follow them?

A true friend is one that gives and not takes. Good friends challenge each
other to goodness. A true friend shows continual loyalty as was the case
with David and Jonathan in the Old Testament. Jonathan helped him even
at the cost of Saul's anger and Jonathan's own claim to the throne (1
Samuel 18:1 - 23:15-18). True Friends are also willing to sacrifice and



persevere with each other, "Greater love has no one than this than to lay
down one's life for his friends." John 15:13) Even if their friends do
something wrong, they are willing to forgive them, lead them to
repentance, and teach them in humility what is right, without hurting
their feelings. Our Lord goes to the stage of laying down His life for his
friends on the cross. He also said to His disciples, "l will no longer call
you slaves but friends." Barnabas was a faithful friend to the apostle Paul
and was there to sponsor him when the early Church held St. Paul in
suspicion. The faithful friendships between these people in the Scriptures
brought blessings beyond measure. Barnabas launched St. Paul into a
ministry that spread the gospel through the Roman Empire.

Let us look at some verses in the Bible that speak about friendship.

1. Proverbs:

"He who walks with wise men will be wise, but the companion of fools will
be destroyed" (Proverbs 13:20). So, wisdom comes from speaking and
dealing with people who possess wisdom, but if you deal with foolish
people, they will lead you to death and destruction. They can totally
destroy your life.

"A friend loves at all times" (Proverbs 17:17) So, love is a vital part of a
true friendship, and as we said that true love or friendship is the one that
gives and not takes."

"A man who has friends must himself be friendly, but there is a friend
who sticks closer than a brother." (Proverbs 18:24) So, do not expect
people to be nice to you if you treat them badly or never smile. It is true
that sometimes friends can be closer to us than our brothers and sisters.
Treat people in the way you expect them to treat you. If you swear at
people and fight with them, then expect the same treatment back. Some
people who act in such a bad way expect people to be afraid of them and
to treat them with respect, but they find the opposite and get their own
treatment back.

2. Priesthood of Christ:
The Mediator and as the Bishop for our souls. (Hebrews 8-10)
3. Obedience to the Law of God:

The Laws Of Purity (11-15). The Laws of Atonement (16-17). The Laws of
Sanctification for the People (18-20). The Laws of Sanctification for the
Priesthood (21-22) The Laws of Sanctification in Worship (23-24). The
Laws of Sanctification in the Land of Canaan (25-26). The Laws of
Sanctification through Vows (27).



4. Numbers:
God wants me to be happy when | depart.

Both my love to humans and my life itself are just a journey through the
narrow path of God. It is the way to the eternal feast. "You shall keep a
feast unto the Lord seven days" (Num. 29:12)

5. Deuteronomy:

God has chosen me and promised that | will be His son and will enter in a
new covenant with Him. "The Lord made not this covenant with our
fathers, but with us, even us, who are all of us here alive this day." (Deut.
5:3)

My journeys in this narrow way are full of joy, as | believe in His Divine
promise.

My words are inspired by the Holy Spirit to reflect God's words. (Moses
gave three departure sermons concentrated on the Divine Covenant. | am
as His son; | talk with the Father's words.

6. Joshua:

God has chosen me to be a commander. "No man shall be able to stand
before you all the days of your life; as | was with Moses, so | will be with
you. | will not leave you nor forsake you. Be strong and of good courage,
for to this people you shall divide as an inheritance the land which |
swore to their fathers to give them." (Josh 1:5-6)

All my thinking and the feelings of my heart were concentrated on my
vision, seeing all mankind crossing the Jordan River with Christ, to enjoy
heavenly Canaan, as inheritance and the glorification with Christ.

7. Judges: God has chosen me to be an honest judge.

"Faithful are the wounds of a friend, but the kisses of an enemy are
deceitful." (Proverbs 27:6). This means that a true friend will always
persevere with you and even if he hurts you at times, he realizes his
mistake and apologizes. So, such friends understand each other and
know how to deal with each other in a Christian way. Those that appear
to be your friends but really speak about you behind your back or cannot
keep your secrets are like the kisses of an enemy, just like the kiss of
Judas to Christ.
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"Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and beloved, put on tender mercies,
kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing with one another,
and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another;
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do. But above all these
things put on love, which is the bond of perfection. " (Colossians 3:12-
14)

"Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness
of mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look
out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others."
(Philippians 2:3-5)

True friends do not become jealous, as in the case of Joseph and his
brothers, they can keep secrets, and they can resolve their problems
peacefully as in the case of Abraham and Lot. They are also honest with
each other and don't speak about each other to other people.

Listen to some advice from His Holiness Pope Shenouda Ill: "Do not seek
what people have, they will love you. Do not make others feel that you
are their rival who wants to take what they possess or what they are
trying to obtain. Endure others' weaknesses and win them by your
patience, forgiveness and open heartedness. Praise others and make
them aware of your appreciation. Make them feel that you know their
good deeds and admire them. Respect others and treat them
politely...work for building people, not destroying them. Understand
people and help them to understand you, quietly and with a good spirit.
By doing this, you'll be able to live with them in mutual understanding,
love and peace. Share in people's joys and sorrows. 'Rejoice with these
who rejoice and weep with those who weep' (Rom. 12:15). Do not miss a
chance to comfort people's hearts."

Truly golden words, that we need to consider and live by. Yes, true
friends must always be there for each other.

What do the Church fathers say concerning this subject? Let us see what
we can learn from Saint John Chrysostom. He says in his homily on 1
Thessalonians Chapter 2. "He who loves, ought so to love, that if he were
asked even for his soul or life, and it were possible, he would not refuse
it...Truly a faithful friend is the medicine of life. (Ecc. 6:16). Truly a
faithful friend is a strong defence (Ecc. 6:14). For what will not a genuine
friend perform?...Though you should name infinite treasures, none of
them is comparable to a genuine friend... If anyone has a friend such as |
speak of, he will acknowledge the truth of my words. Though he sees his
friend every day, he is not satiated. For him he prays for the same things
as for himself....from a friend we may both ask a favour, and receive one
without suspicion...l speak of spiritual friends, who prefer nothing to
friendship. Such was Paul, who would willingly have given his soul, even
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though not asked....But consider, in the tinge of the apostles, | do not
speak of the chief men, but of the believers themselves generally, 'all,' he
says, 'were of one heart and soul: and neither did anyone say that any of
the things possessed was his own ...and they distributed to each, as
anyone had need"

Saint Ambrose says: "Preserve, then, nay sons, that friendship ye have
begun with your brethren, for nothing in the world is more beautiful than
that. It is indeed a comfort in this life to have one to whom thou canst
open thy heart, with whom thou canst share confidences, and to whom
thou canst entrust the secrets of thy heart. It is a comfort to have a trusty
man by thy side, who will rejoice with thee in prosperity, sympathize in
troubles, encourage in persecution. What good friends those Hebrew
children were whom the flames of the fiery furnace did not separate from
their love of each other! Of them we have already spoken. Holy David
says well: "Saul and Jonathan were lovely and pleasant, inseparable in
their life, in death they were not divided." Let not thy warning be harsh,
nor thy rebuke bitter, for as friendship ought to avoid slavery, so, too,
ought it to be free from arrogance. For what is a friend but a partner in
love, to whom thou unitest and attachest thy soul, and with whom thou
blendest so as to desire from being two to become one; to whom thou
entrustest thyself as to a second self, from whom thou dearest nothing,
and from whom thou demandcst nothing dishonorable for the sake of
thine own advantage. Friendship is not meant as a source of rcvenue, but
is full of seemliness, full of grace. Friendship is a virtue, not a way of
making money. It is produced, not by money, but by esteem, not by the
offer of rewards, but by a mutual rivalry in doing kindness."

Finally, what kind of a friend do you need to be? Simply speaking, you
should be a good example to your friends in the way you speak, act,
dress. You should be leading a holy life and lead your friends to know
Christ and love Him, and to have Him as your best Friend. You should be
patient and not self-seeking. You must pull your friends up and have a
strong personality and not allow them, to pull you down. You must be
willing to listen to your friends, so that they will listen to you

July 9, 2004 : David and Saul Il ~ Jonathan's Friendship

Friday, July 9, 2004
Fast Day
Hieromartyr Pankratios, Bishop of Taormina in Sicily

Kellia: 1 Samuel 20:1-7, 10-15 Epistle: 1 Corinthians 4:5-8 Gospel: St.

Matthew 13:44-54 1 Samuel 20:1-7, 10-15, especially vs.13: "But should
it please my father to do you harm, the Lord do so to Jonathan, and more
also, if I do not disclose it to you, and send you away, that you may go in
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safety." True friendship surely is one of God's great gifts to mankind. The
great wonder is that Christ Jesus Himself, Who condescended to be one
of us in flesh, reminds us: "No longer do | call you servants, for a servant
does not know what his master is doing; but | have called you friends" (Jn.
15:15). Thus the Church has learned to call our God Incarnate, "Friend of
Man" and "Lover of Mankind."

Jonathan, the son of King Saul, in every respect revealed himself as a type
of our Divine, eternal, and unfailing Friend. Like Christ Jesus, Jonathan
listened to the burden of his friend's heart, invested himself in his
friend's plan, protected his friend, planned with his friend for good, and
prayed God's blessing on his friend. Both Jonathan and the Lord, in the
words of Henry van Dyke, were friends who would walk a fearsome "mile
with me along life's weary way."

Reading closely, we can find a quality in Jonathan's conversation with
David that arrests the mind: he truly listened. Even as he found David's
perception of Saul's intent difficult to believe, he did not close out the
terrible possibility of David's dark analysis. Instead, he ended with a
question: "why should my father hide this from me?" (1 Sam. 20:2). As
David pressed his case, Jonathan acceded to the grim possibility and
offered his help (vs. 4). One is reminded of the Syro-Phoenician woman
to whom the Lord listened and acceded (Mk. 7:24-30). And do we even
allow the thought that our Lord will not listen to us deeply and accede
truly to our needs?

Jonathan was ready to do whatever was required to help his friend:
"Whatever you say, | will do for you" (1 Sam. 20:4). The Lord Jesus, the
Friend of Man, also is ready to help all who call out to Him, just as He did
with the two blind men who cried, "Have mercy on us, Lord, Son of
David!" He answered them, "What do you want Me to do for you?" (Mt.
20:31,32). Let us take the prayer of the blind men on our lips and cry in
our need, "Lord, have mercy on us." As David laid out a plan to prove
Saul's true purpose toward himself (1 Sam. 20:5-10), the son of Saul
actually assisted his friend in refining the plan (vss. 11-13). Likewise,
when the Disciples asked the Lord about a plan to feed a multitude (Mk.
6:35,36), He assisted them to develop a better plan (Mk. 6:37-41). He
has provided us with the Gospels and His Pastors and His Holy Spirit to
guide us, so let us not rush headlong into life, but seek His mind for our
plans.

Notice that Jonathan was careful to protect his friend, in light of the
potential threat to David's life: hence, before he responded to the
qguestion, "Who will tell me if your father answers you roughly?" (vs. 10),
he took David away from prying ears, "out into the field" (vs. 11). There
he assured him that he would, whatever the case, see to it that David was
able to "go in safety" (vs. 13). Our gracious God is constant to warn us of
13



danger to our lives, as experience and the Holy Gospels show in so many
ways (e.g., Jn. 16:1-4; Mt. 16:24, 25).

Finally, see how Jonathan prayed for God's blessing on his friend: "May
the Lord be with you, as He has been with my father" (1 Sam. 20:13).
Christ promises us: "l will pray the Father, and He will give you another
Helper, that He may abide with you forever" (Jn. 14:16), and the Apostles
remind us that "He is also able to save to the uttermost those who come
to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them"
(Heb. 7:25). What a blessed People we are! "Let us commend ourselves
and each other and all our lives to Christ our God!" O Christ our God, Who
didst enlighten the world by Thy Resurrection on the third day, rescue
Thy people out of the hand of Thine enemies, O Thou Friend of man.

www.antiochian.org/dynamis/1089345600.html
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