Saint Mark's Church
Sunday School

The Life of Elisha
Code: 10/0OT/5
(1Kings 19:16-21 ; 2Kings 2-9 , 13:14-21)
1. General Aims of the unit
Better Understanding of the "Old Testament" and detailed study the life of great prophets

2. Special aims of the lesson

I. Revision of his choice as a disciple by Elijah , his obedience , his insistence to follow his
Mentor till he was raised to heaven in a heavenly chariot and his hard request to have two
portion of the spirit of Elijah (2 kings 2).

2.Study the life of the Prophet in details,
% his strength :

1. His faith and resilience in following Elijah till his ascension in the chariot and in
using his mantel to divide the river Jordan and crossing it(2Kings 2).

2. His trust in the words of prophesies given to him( 2 Kings 3:14 )

3. His trust in the power of God to heal even the gentiles and to defend them from the
enemies ( 2Kings 5)

4. His strictness in dealing with sins even with his servant ( 2Kings 5)

5. The open eyes to see the angels protecting them ( 2Kings 6)

6. The power to see the future and announce it ( 2 Kings 6, 7, 8, 9, 13)

3. Study the miracles Elisha did ( notice they are double that of Elijah)

Healing the bad water (2 Kings 2:19-22)

Blessing the jar of oil of the widow of a prophet (2Kings 4:1-7)

Asking for a child for the notable woman of Shunem and raising him up from death
( 2Kings 4:8-37). Also his bones raised a dead person (2 kings 13:20-21)

Healing the pot of stew from its (2 kings 4:38-41)

Feeding 100 men with 20 loafs (2 kings 4:42-43)

Healing Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, (2 kings 5:1-19)
Floating the the iron axe head (2kings 6:1-7)
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By the end of this lesson the teens are able to:

1. Draw a picture for the spiritual Characteristics of Elisha, and what specially
attracted them.

2. Remember some miracles of Elisha similar to that performed by Jesus Christ.

3. Distinguish between Elijah and Elisha.

4. Verses :

2Kings 2:9-10 ; 4:43 ; 6:16-17
5.References:
Any commentary about the 2 Kings and/or the life of Elisha
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NOTES:
Message to the Servant:

Like Elijah, Jesus departed this Earth fully alive. However, whilst Elijah left behind a
sheepskin (his mantle), the Son of God left to us His own flesh." Jesus ascended to
Heaven but gave His Holy Spirit to those who would carry on His ministry. As followers
of Jesus, we have been given His Holy Spirit. We are clothed in His favour and His
power, which by His Grace He has given us. In the same way that Elisha pledges his
faithfulness to Elijah three times, and is rewarded for his loyalty by indeed receiving a
double portion of Elijah’s power, we must also pray to God and express our commitment
to follow and serve Christ. We are then in a position to ask Jesus to empower us to keep
our commitment to Him and to serve His plans whilst we are alive here on Earth.

Lesson:

Elisha was totally committed to staying with Elijah until the very end. Elijah’s suggestion
that he go on without Elisha after visiting each of the 3 places before he was taken up to
Heaven may have been intended to test Elisha’s faithfulness. Elisha, however, refused to
forgo his last hours with Elijah. He wanted to benefit as much as possible from Elijah
before Elijah went to be with God. Elisha’s persistence was rewarded when Elijah asked
what he could do for Elisha before he was taken to heaven.

Elisha, succeeding Elijah as prophet in Israel, wanted that double portion of God’s power
to help him face his responsibilities as spiritual leader of the nation. God had supported
and protected Elijah throughout his ministry. Now, as Elisha witnessed the heavenly host,
in the form of a chariot of fire and horses of fire, take Elijah home to God, Elisha was
allowed to see God’s spiritual forces at work. The whirlwind and fire were signs of the
power and presence of God.

Elijah was the second person in the Old Testament to never experience death. As with
Enoch before him, he was simply taken to heaven (Genesis 5:24; Hebrews 11:5). Elijah
had thrown his cloak around Elisha’s shoulders when he first called Elisha to join him (1
Kings 19:19). After Elijah ascended to heaven, Elisha picked up Elijah’s cloak,
symbolizing Elisha’s full assumption of Elijah’s ministry. Elisha tested how fully the
power of God was with him—and demonstrated it to all who could see—when he parted
the water of the Jordan by striking it with the cloak. Elisha had been faithful to Elijah and
to God, and God rewarded him with the strength he would need to minister as a prophet
amid the evil conditions that existed in Israel.

Elisha’s ministry lasted 50 years. Elijah was behaviour was strict and fiery. Elisha’s was
more beneficient and merciful. Most of his miracles were deeds of kindness and mercy.
Elisha had a great influence on the kings of the day, and although he did not approve of
what they did, he was always coming to their rescue.

Elijah and Elisha are in marked contrast to each other:

- Elijah, the prophet of judgment, law, severity.
- Elisha, the prophet of grace, love, tenderness.

! St John Chrysostom.
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In his deeds and miracles, we learn of Elisha’s spiritual characteristics: his loyalty,
faithfulness, confidence in God and the power given to him as man of God, and not
subjecting his body to any of life’s luxuries (refusing the gifts of Namaan).

Class Participation:

Divide the class into 7 groups, and allocate to each group the following passages, asking
the group to reflect on the Elisha’s spiritual characteristics and the power given to him by
God. Ask each group to write down, and then discuss with the class what is it about that
characteristic that they find attractive, and how can they apply that characteristic in their
lives.

Healing the bad water (2 Kings 2:19-22)

Blessing the jar of oil of the widow of a prophet (2Kings 4:1-7)

Asking for a child for the notable woman of Shunem and raising him up from death
( 2Kings 4:8-37).

Healing the pot of stew from its (2 kings 4:38-41)

Feeding 100 men with 20 loafs (2 kings 4:42-43)

Healing Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Syria, (2 kings 5:1-19)
Floating the the iron axe head (2kings 6:1-7)
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Application:

When we are loyal to Christ, and follow Him with a committed heart to serve Him (as He
commanded us to), then whilst living on Earth we will have nothing to fear. God will
open our eyes, and fill us with His confidence, and give us unimaginable power. In the
same way that He opened Elisha’s servant’s eyes, we will be able to see and utter the
words: “Do not fear, for those who are with us are greater in number than those who are
with them”.(2 Kings6:16). This confidence God can give us to apply to any problem we
face in our lives. May we pray this week that God may open our eyes to serve Him, and
be committed and dedicated to Him in every aspect of our lives.

References:

Attached appendix A.

The Orthodox Study Bible

What the Bible is all About, Billy Graham
Bible Background for Teachers.
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“APPENDIX A”

“He Took Up...the Mantle of Elijah” (OT
Lesson 29)

By David Larsen | Published: July 31, 2010

This lesson is about the transition of the prophetic office from Elijah to his successor,
Elisha, and the ministry of Elisha to the people of Israel. One of the first things that one
may notice, after reviewing and comparing the narratives concerning Elijah and Elisha is
that there are many similarities between them, especially in the types of miracles that they
perform. Each performs a miracle involving an increase of oil for a poor widow (1 Kgs.
17:8-16; 2 Kgs. 4:1-7); both raise a child from the dead (1 Kgs. 17:17-24; 2 Kgs. 4:18—
37). While some scholars have argued that the Elijah stories are a later expansion of the
Elisha account, if we follow the biblical narrative we could conclude that Elisha’s
ministry was so similar to Elijah’s because of the “double-portion” of Elijah’s spirit that
Elisha received (2 Kgs. 2:9; more on this later).

Elisha, also known as Eliseus in some traditions (based on the Greek), was the attendant

or “apprentice” of Elijjah. His name in Hebrew means “my God is salvation” (interesting
note: the name Elisha is thus similar to Jahoshua or Yeshua (Hebrew for Jesus) meaning

“Yahweh is salvation™).

We read in the second chapter of 2 Kings that as Elijah reaches the end of his ministry, he
travels with Elisha to a number of towns in Israel. Before departing to the next town,
Elijah requests that Elisha remain, but Elisha refuses and continues to accompany his
master faithfully. At each new site, Elisha is approached by “the sons of the prophets,”
who question him as to whether he knows that “the Lord will take away thy master from
thy head today?” These sons of the prophets are understood to be part of a prophetic
“guild” that existed in Israel, perhaps a sort of “school of the prophets.” Apparently, there
were fairly large groups of these men in the various towns who had some degree of
prophetic ability. They were seemingly inspired by God to know that Elijah would be
taken by God that same day. It seems to me that there was some degree of
competition/tension between them and Elisha, as if they were trying to prove that they
knew something more about Elisha’s master than he did. However, at each stop Elisha
lets these individuals know that he is very well aware already of what is about to happen
to Elijah. There may have been some conflict at the time as to who would be Elijah’s
successor as prophet of Israel. Although Elisha was clearly the faithful servant who
followed his master at all times, he seems to have been worried that some of these other
“prophets” would not recognize him as Elijah’s legitimate successor.

This is likely the reason why he asks Elijah for the “double-portion” of his spirit. |
always thought that this was a very odd request. How could someone give or get a
double-portion of spirit? However, when we realize that in Israel it was the firstborn
son’s, the heir’s, right to receive a double-portion of all of his father’s possessions (Deut.
21:17), we can see that Elisha was asking to be recognized as the legitimate heir to his
master and the prophetic office. I still don’t really know how a double-portion of spirit
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would be imparted, but we see that Elisha is given the prophet’s mantle and that he is
subsequently able to perform the same miracles that Elijah performed. When Elisha
approached the Jordan River, where he and Elijah had left the sons of the prophets
waiting, the scripture tells us:

(2Kings 2:14-15) And he took the mantle of Elijah that fell from him, and smote the
waters, and said, Where is the LORD God of Elijah? and when he also had smitten the
waters, they parted hither and thither: and Elisha went over. 15 And when the sons of the
prophets which were to view at Jericho saw him, they said, The spirit of Elijah doth rest
on Elisha. And they came to meet him, and bowed themselves to the ground before him.

When the sons of the prophets saw that Elisha performed the same powerful miracle that
Elijah had performed on his way out, they recognized Elisha as the legitimate successor
to the prophetic office.

Before continuing on with Elisha’s ministry, I want to note briefly the account of Elijah’s
spectacular ascent into heaven (this is the Heavenly Ascents blog after all). This is one of
the few accounts of heavenly ascent that we have in the Bible. While we understand that
Enoch and Moses were translated — taken into heaven without dying—we don’t get an
account of such in the biblical text like we do for Elijah. Elijah was taken into heaven on
a chariot of fire no less, and by means of a “whirlwind.”

While this story is quite unique in the Bible, it is not so uncommon in ancient religious
literature in general. There are many stories in apocryphal and pseudepigraphal literature
of righteous figures being taken up into heaven: Adam, Enoch, Abraham, Jacob, Levi,
Moses, Isaiah, and others. This became a popular story-type in Second Temple Judaism
and Early Christianity. In the New Testament, we have Jesus, Paul, and John all
ascending into heaven. Ascending in, specifically, a chariot of fire, however, is
somewhat more rare.

There is an ancient idea of the sun as a god that rides through the heavens in a chariot of
fire pulled by fiery horses (there are other variations). This theme was quite generally
held throughout the ancient world. In some of the most ancient texts of the Hebrew
Bible, Yahweh himself is depicted in similar terms as having a face that shines like the
sun and riding through the heavens on a chariot/cloud/cherubim (see Pss. 67; 80; 18:10;
etc.). We get this “chariot” imagery again in the book of Ezekiel, chapter 1, when
Ezekiel sees the awesome throne of God as a fiery flying chariot (Hebrew=Merkabah)
made up of “living creatures” (seraphim, cherubim, ophanim).

Whether Elijah was taken into heaven on Yahweh’s own throne-chariot or whether it was
another chariot, we don’t know. From the text it would seem as if there were no driver of
the chariot. From Psalm 68:17, we read that “the chariots of God are twenty thousand”
and in the Elisha narrative itself we read the spectacular story of Elisha’s servant having
his eyes opened to see that “the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha” (2 Kgs. 6:17). There were obviously, then, plenty of heavenly chariots that
could have come and picked up Elijah!

This last story mentioned, of the thousands of chariots of fire sent to protect Elisha and
his servant, is a great lesson in dependence on the Lord. Before the servant’s eyes have
been opened to see their angelic defenders, Elisha reassures him, saying, “Fear not: for
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they that be with us are more than they that be with them” (2 Kgs. 6:16). Elisha new that
although the righteous may be small in number, they can count on the innumerable hosts
of heaven to be on their side. As long as we are on his errand, with God, nothing is
impossible (Luke 1:37).

The other great story about trusting the Lord and his prophet is the account of the leprous
captain of the Syrian army, Naaman, and his request for Elisha to cure him of his leprosy.
The first leap of faith that Naaman makes is to go to Israel, a foreign land that he no
doubt saw as inferior, and to request help from a prophet of a God that he likely did not
believe in. After “humbling” himself in this manner, he is directed by the prophet’s
young servant (Elisha himself does not go out to speak to him) to go and wash himself
seven times in the shallow, dirty river of Jordan. The humiliating character for Naaman
in all of this is very clear. Why did he have to come all the way to Israel to subject
himself to this? Surely there were more pure waters in Syria that he could have bathed in!
And the prophet didn’t even take the time to come out and see him! But in the end
Naaman swallowed his pride and was obedient to the directions received. Upon
completing the menial task, he was immediately cured of his disease! Perhaps we, as
well, sometimes need to humble ourselves sufficiently to do those “menial tasks” that the
Lord asks us to do in order to strengthen ourselves and others spiritually and temporally
each day.

An overall lesson we can take away from the stories of Elisha is perhaps the idea that the
Lord empowers those whom He calls to serve him. We see that although Elisha was
originally worried about not being able to succeed his master, the great prophet Elijah,
the Lord did place upon him the “mantle” of the prophetic office and he performed as
great miracles as did Elijah, including raising a child from the dead and parting the waters
of the river Jordan. We see that the Lord blessed him and protected him throughout his
ministry, even when the vast armies of the enemy were against him. This principle
applies not only to Elisha but to all who are called to serve as prophets of the Lord (or
any position that is called of God). We could say that the current prophet is no less
powerful or inspired or authoritative or favored (etc.) than was the former or any other
prophet.

Revision 1 6 2/10/08


http://scriptures.lds.org/en/2_kgs/6/16#16
http://scriptures.lds.org/en/luke/1/37#37

