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St JJnr}x—'* witness of the light

SRESUIS m s the Jews, He is the light of the
World

= o The éast of the Tabernacles
== ..:J:lght & Darkness
~» How can we live in the light
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2 ©) Trlere as a man sent from God, whose name was

Jonigl, / d"ns Man came for a witness, to bear witness of
tnie ey ~that all'through him might believe. 8 He was
joEthat nght but was sent to bear witnhess of that
_I_,ge > 9IThat was the true Light which gives light to

= ery man coming into the world. (John1l: 6-8)

== .The Lord Jesus Christ is the Light of the
World, the One Who has Opened the Door
of Hope.
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IMAEIOEr commentary from Father Tadros El
lVLJer, ﬂfe equals Light, therefore
clelf il ss means death /sin (Mathew 5:16)

J.gga" Jl'experienced the blinding light of
— the Lord Jesus on the road to Damascus
'a'nd he was changes from Saul to the

great St Paul.
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INERNESUSISpoke to them again saying, “1 am
ENight ofi the world. He who follows Me shall
EEWalkin darkness, but have the light of life”
John 8:12

8" John 8, Jesus identifies Himself as the Light

— fGF the world. It is important however to go back
-~ to the start of John 7, to understand the

-~ circumstances and the place where Christ chose

to give this explanation to the Jews. It was the

time of the Feast of the Tabernacles.

~
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Eeast of Tabernacles_‘.:‘“ —

2 Trlig YEE the third of; the 3 maJor Jewishi Feasts, which required a
pilgEacetoderusalem bysallewsitopworshipin the lempleiand.
OIICIgSaCHIICES and OIiERNGS Lo the Lord: INeUsands B JEWS,

Inielueliglef those living outside of Jerusalem would attend this

ol _JrJHJJS

liISHS Erhaps the holiest and greatest feast for the Jews. It is
celeur iedinithe seventh Jewish month (about September-

Or*re 9en)s During this time the Jews give thanks to God, and
ﬁowledge God’s provision for them. They also remember their
= eliverance from Egypt and their subsequent wandering in the
7"‘:‘ SWilderness for forty years. During this time of wandering Israel lived
=i tents and worshiped at the Tabernacle which was also a tent.

= s For 7 days during this Feast, the Jews celebrate and live outside of
=~ their homes. They stayed in tents to remind them of their days of
wandering in the desert, when they lacked nothing, and God
provided them with food and water.

® One of the key characteristics of the Feast of Tabernacle from the
other feasts is the illumination of the Temple. Another feature of the
feast was illumination of the Temple. The pilgrims who came to the
Temple would bring lights and torches. The golden lamp stands
would also be lighted illuminating the Temple.
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SEE eljr dnafinalidayaisiasignifi Nt elebration: Onthe eighth
JJ\/Q]‘J.J.)‘ eI PHESTOIFISTaE '.c'-.'no- fle)gl=
MIEEENI] lof priests andrtens of thousands of: worshipers, descended
'rer CHEN) emﬁnle Mount to pause briefly at the Pool of Siloam. A
shEAWasHilled with water, and the procession continued via a
JJJ‘J‘-—‘J‘:.‘, Froute back to the Temple Mount. Here, in the midst of
great Ct remony, the high lgmest poured the water out of the pitcher

Jnrc altar, and into a basin located at the base of the altar.

,:;:..‘-‘"; is’ceremony was intended to invoke God's blessing on the nation
=,,_,‘-—Aby providing life-giving water (rain for the crops).

- & Jtis in connection with the Feast of Tabernacles and this eighth day
that the gospel of John records a fascinating event. John wrote: "In
tne./ast day (eighth day), that great day of the feast, Jesus stood
and. cried out, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scr/pture hath said, out of his
heart shall flow rivers of living ‘water” (John 7:37-38).
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SDITiNGHaiEast iwasicUstomanytojuse a iuge cand|estick with
I CHESHEO UGN LS AT PSWEEN | SV tHNeT et thEY ad toTUSE e

BEUEReIgo Up tollight it: This light was exceedingly bright . Mishah' states:

gINEIEWas no area in Jerusalem where the light was not reflected.” This

pllIBNEIghts was a very rare sight in the old cities.

Inelord Jesus Christ stood where the lights used to be lit and He dazzled
LHO5ECOmINg to the Feast. The darkness had replaced the light, so He
oo dimed the need for the Divine light, the Messiah who is the light who

==hasicome for all people.
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- [saiah states:” I, the Lord, have called you in righteousness, and will hold
— ?/gur hand, I will keep you and give you as a covenant to the people, as a
- light to the Gentiles, to open blind eyes, to bring prisoners from the prison,

those who sit in darkness from the prison house 55 42:6-7) --- that you
should be my salvation to the ends of the earth (Is 49:6) "I will also give
you as a light to the Gentiles, and I will made my justice rest as a light of
the peoples-—-" (Is 51:4).
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Eews that he IS
CNEAWOHE0R r:,:,er. Gay el the
abernacles to'announce to them
s the Messiah. Christ wanted to remind
5i0fi the pillar of light that led them in
.m lderness

== SPharisees realized that by saying these words

:f‘_"’.tﬁe Lord was indicating that He is the awaited
-~ Messiah, since the prophets had used the
symbol of light when they spoke of Him (Is
60:1; 49:7; 9:9).
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WYESUS Says  He who follows Me shall' not walk in
J,errk PUt have the light of life” (John8:12)

| Jusel e food, light is necessary for our life. No
Jn,» an live very long in darkness. Even plants
a- Ilght to grow. And without light we can't
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I Jesus came to be the Light to the dark and
ignorant world. Do we carry His light wherever
we go so that his light shine in us and lead
others to know Him?
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2 Tr2 ke LOTAl esUs Christ speaks offman’s Ilfe ds a journey
IIRGHEN ddle of a dark world.

ASpErsonineeds the sun of righteousness to shine upon
rum/ aand to accompany him throughout his life

2 rJ he true light in which we find our peace.

sEWe ook up to Him and make friends with Him; as we
s;_;'«— jave faith and walk in Him, He will become our Ilght He
~will'lead us in this world and will lift us up through the

Holy: Spirit to the heavens. There, we will enjoy the
promise of eternity.
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FOIIOWING Christ. —

SRESUS RGeS us In Johni 812 to follow Him, He wants us
U;:urpl cleic, te

,Jcmr)r g all’people, and to be merciful with others.

JIhE rr' Er characteristic which Jesus wants us to learn
fiomHim, is to witnesses to God. Jesus bore witness of
€le] 4 HiS Father during the Feasts of the Tabernacles.
== iSwas at a time where He knew He would be in front
of:many: people (possibly the most number of Jews he
= stood before), and right in the heart of the territory of
~ His enemies. "He preached His Witness, in the Temple of
Jerusalem amongst all the Pharisees and high priest,
knowing full well that they were already jealous of Him,
and plottlngf o kill Him. If we do not bear witness of
God in our lives, then we are like the Pharisees,

hypocrites and |ving In darkness.




gioplkive, in the Light i

SitReut Ghrist in our‘ﬁ@nfe Ve In darkness Darkness
SyUalsisiniand separation from: God.
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JeNEIhE! Llight of Christ in our life:

SADIdENn Christ through the Holy Sacraments
F'_?’:) Seek -the |’0rd’s guidance through prayer and reading the
—— J DIE
"’i : 'L1ve by. Christ’s words and teachings:
=~ - Love and encourage your brother or sister
— Speak up when you see wrong
— Care for the poor and needy
— Be firm and say "No” to the wrong doing
— Show mercy and kindness to all around you
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St Alle)l J.F‘ ine

SEIEt U follow Him now so that we may be

raw,) éd later on. Let us follow Him in faith, so

Lhie 3t We may. receive grace later on by our eyes.

= ;“" hie apostle accordingly says: “Therefore, we are

| vaiways confident, knowing that while we are at

=~ home in the body we are absent from the Lord.

- For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:6-
7).



ayerbased on the contemplation,
OifStaohn’s Gospel CHB e i

May four K uaSipiipls Upon Me
Aniel T s
My My Judespiene g8 Trapisioree flt0) 2] Eearrell Weldd] 0| m—————— .
I VENAYGURSTIINE e L pon My heart with the light-off Yourlove
,\nd mayAYourenterwithime into the violent judgment court of the Pharisees
Iristezicl of oirle gime to judgment, prepare me for the eternal wedding!
INIONONIGET; ra;Jg& 1eir-stony hearts that throw stones at me
For {ou gatie ourssublime love into my depths.
IETENSH .awyer to defend me:
You Jr—\ 1| yMedlator Saviour, and the Liberator of my soul!
- ',L)t eld*my hand and bring me into Your Kingdom, O holy One!
A :.3-' ; 'bﬂd sought tercondemn me, but has condemned itself
e ljan_t"ﬁ1e the will-not to condemn anyone, lest I fail and be condemned by You
=~ May I condemn myself, then you will save me by Your Blood, O Savoir of the world!
= You alone can renew my life with Your Holy Spirit
You transform adulterers into saints
O holy One who has changed the nature of the furnace into coolness for the three
youths
And the nature of the hungry lions into friends of Daniel the prophet!
... You have commanded me not to go back and sin
Who can fulfil that without Your grace?
It is a divine commandment, indeed, it is a divine promise fulfilled in Me
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YQJJr,-w'_n.-r_JJnrc'-no diYouareMyAlight
As Tyl i (ol 1|ght the darkness of'sin cannot creep into my being.
Y OURETENHE: 39 ricerof living water that overflows within me
YQJ aneine JJ; tiof:the world, changing my inner depths into a shinning lamp!
YOURrEie JJ_FO God granting me the spirit of adoption through Your Holy Spirit
Yo el ATIE om slavery. to the glorious freedom enjoyed by God’s children!
L ezigel ﬁf my lineage to Abraham, the father of the fathers
JJI‘ |fﬁ1l_y did not follow his example
=~ Ibe Game aslave to sin, and a child f Satan the deceiver.
;p me'a stone with no spiritual feelings.
.ﬁ; ‘Now, You have transformed me into a child of Abraham
—) You tear away. my. slavery to sin and make me a servant to Righteousness
You carry-me into the fold of the adopted children of God Your Father!
= Now I truly rejoice at the Lord’s Day with my father Abraham!
Glory be to You, O Giver of liberty to all mankind
O Source of true joy!
When will I see You face to face, and so join all my fathers and become as a bride
sanctified to You!
Amen



