
CHAPTER XIII 
 

 

DIOSCORUS I, THE TWENTY-FIFTH PATRIARCH. A. D. 444-458. 

 
After the holy patriarch Cyril had departed to his rest, Dioscorus was made patriarch in the see 
of the city of Alexandria. He endured severe persecution for the orthodox faith at the hands of 
the prince Marcian and his wife; and they banished him from his see, through the partial action 
of the council of Chalcedon, and their subserviency to the will of the prince and his wife. It is 
for this reason that the members of that council and all the followers of their corrupt creed are 
called Melkites, because they follow 444 the opinion of the prince and his wife, in proclaiming 
and renewing the doctrine of Nestorius. 

 
It was a custom of the ancients to write histories of their predecessors in every generation. In 
the time of the Israelites, Philo, the Pharian, and Justus and Josephus and Hegesippus wrote 
part of the life of Jesus Christ, and an account of the ruin of Jerusalem by Vespasian and 
Titus his son, and of what took place after them. And after that, Africanus and Eusebius wrote, 
and Mennas wrote of the trials and persecution endured by the pastors and their flocks in the 
days of the patriarch Abba Cyril the Wise, and what passed between him and Nestorius; also 
of what the Father Dioscorus after him suffered in the council of Chalcedon. But at that time 
the creeds were separated, and the sees were torn asunder, so that none was left to write 
histories of the patriarchs, and the practice of composing them was interrupted. But the Lord 
remains forever. In this way no biography of the holy patriarch Dioscorus after his 
banishment has been found. He preserved the orthodox faith, which persists in the see of the 
evangelist Saint Mark to this day and forever, until he received the crown of martyrdom in 
the island of Gangra, by the command of the prince Marcian; for it was in that island that 
Dioscorus died 445. 

 


