


marriage can wear out. People
values and lifestyles. People
rience new things. Change is
ange and personal growth
r you to be proud of, indicative
rching mind. You must accept
in today’s multi-faceted
world it is especially easy for two persons
to grow apart. Letting go of your marriage
- —ifit is no longer good for you - can be the
most successful thing you have ever done.
Getting a divorce can be a positive,
problem-solving, growth-orientated step. It
can be a personal triumph.” New Woman
Macazine
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CHRISTIAN VIEW

Eph 5:3 This is a great mystery ...

Mark 10:6 "But from the beginning of the
creation, God 'made them male and
female.' 7 'For this reason a man shall
leave his father and mother and be joined
to his wife, 8 'and the two shall become
one flesh'; so then they are no longer two,
but one flesh. 9 "Therefore what God has
joined together, let not man separate."

Marriage is specifically for two people of
the opposite and not the same sex.

The two shall become one in such a way
that is mysterious - “they are no longer
two”.

They are joined by God.

Once two people are joined - or married -
they cannot be separated - or divorced.



‘ IS a Sacrament

by God from the beginning (Mark 10:6-9)
phesians 5:32)
1ong all and the bed undefiled” (Hebrews 13:4).
our church

odily union to become a spiritual union, through the
vorks in the Baptismal water to make humans a new
ament of Confirmation to ordain a person to

oly Spirit also works in the couple during the
aith to unite them in the Lord. Through the
in fulfilling the commandments ot
vO partners become one.

Marriage was blessed by our Lord
Jesus Christ at the wedding at
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What is a Sacrament? A sacrament is an
outward and visible sign of an inward and

~ spiritual grace, instituted by our Lord Jesus
hrist.

50, a sacrament must consist of:

A visible sign or signs.

viritual grace.

5t have been instituted by our Lord Jesus Christ.

= How is marriage a sacrament?

= The visible is the bride, the groom, the priest, the
deacons, the ceremony, and the prayers.

= The invisible, is the Holy Spirit that unites them so
that the two become one in the Lord. It is a unity of
SI;irit, thoughts, feelings & the flesh. St Paul says:
“This is a great mystery.” (Ephesians 5:32).

= Marriage was blessed by our Lord Jesus Christ at the
wedding at Cana and in many of His teachings.



Purity

or you know what commandments we gave you
through the Lord Jesus. For this is the will of God,
your sanctification: that you should abstain from
sexual immorality; that each of you should know
how to possess his own vessel in sanctification and

onour, not in passion of lust, like the Gentiles
‘who do not know God; (1 Thes 4:2-5)

= Within marriage

= “Marriage is honourable among all and the bed
undefiled” (Hebrews 13:4).



Selection criteria

ho once asked Jesus what the greatest commandment of all is... “Jesus
ve the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and

est commandment is to love our Lord Jesus totally and completely, how can we
sibly think of marrying anyone who doesn’'t? How can we marry anyone who doesn’t read
ible or come to church. How can we marry anyone from another religion who has not
ptised and therefore has not received the Holy Spirit... can the Holy Spirit within us
coexist with one who is void of His existence?

ot be unequally yoked together
believers. For what fellowship
feousness with lawlessness?
And what communion has light with
darkness? And what accord has Christ
with Belial? Or what part has a believer
with an unbeliever?” (2 Cor 6:14-15)

= So, what is a “believer?”

o A person who loves God, is involved in
serving his fellow man, loves to read the
Bible




e warning...

d repeatedly warns us against marrying from
love Him or who are from another religion.

es with them. You shall not give your daughter to
r for your son. For they will turn your sons away




NVhat did Jesus say?

also came to Him, testing Him, and

s it lawful for a man to divorce his

or just any reason? And He answered and

id to them, Have you not read that He who

ade them at the beginning "made them male and
ale,” and said, For this reason a man shall

ave his father and mother and be joined to his

ife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then,

are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore

what God has joined together, let not man

separate. (Matthew 19:3-6)




/hat about divorce?

hat whoever divorces his wife for
ual immorality causes her to

hoever marries a woman
dultery.” (Matthew 5:32).

bove verse, Our Lord Jesus is saying that

for any reason except sexual immorality (or

odern terms, having an affair) is

. He goes on to say that we cannot marry
0 is divorced for any other reason than

morality, because divorce for any other

orbidden. Our Lord Jesus confirms this ””@i :

e verse below. =7 % o

So He said to them, “Whoever divorces his wife and g

marries another commits adultery against her. And %

if a woman divorces her husband and marries

another, she commits adultery.” (Mark 10:11-12). el
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Dse of marriage

n man and woman;

is not good that man should be alone. I will make him a helper comparable to him” (Genesis
created for the man” (Cor 11:9).
g similar to him and equal to him

p1rit:

ing a remnant of the Sgirit? And why one? He seeks godly offspring. Therefore take
eacherously with the wife of his youth. (Malachi 2:15)

/4
Id, children are a heritage from the L
ildren of one’s youth. Happy is the ma

ruit of the womb is His reward. Like arrows in the hand of warrior, so are
1s his quiver full of them” (Psalm 127:3-5),

rear Godly children:

athers... bring them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. (Ephesians 6:4)
ild is known by his deeds, Whether what he does is pure and right. (Proverbs 20:11)

painst adultery and fornication.

er St. Paul says: “But I say to the unmarried and to the widows. It is good for them if they remain even as I am
d), but if they cannot exercise self-control, let them marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with passion” (1 Cor



iry be to God.
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he criteria

by law as long as her
if her husband dies, she is

ty to be ma o whom she wishes,
the Lord.” (1 Cor 7:39)



' Marriage Roles

ur own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband
also Christ is head of the church; and He is the
erefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so
n husbands in everything. 25 Husbands, love

. loved the churcK and gave Himself for her,
1at He might sanctify a anse her with the washing of water by
ord, 27 that He might present her to Himself a glorious church, not
sgot or wrinkle or any such thing, but that she should be holy and
t blemish. 28 So husbands ought to love their own wives as their
dies; he who loves his wife loves himself. 29 For no one ever hated
n flesh, but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the

. 30 For we are members of His body, of His flesh and of His

31 For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. 32 This is a great

, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. 33 Nevertheless
let each one of you in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let
the wife see that she respects her husband. (Eph 5:22-33)

" wives, just as




(nd please...

The last fight was my fault.
My wife asked, “What’s on the
TV?”
I said: ...

“DUST!”



rd that in some parts of Africa a man doesn’t
ife until he marries her?”

Dad: “That happens in every country, son.”



man inserted an ad in the classified: “WIFE WANTED”.
The next day he received a hundred letters.
They all said the same thing;:

“You can have mine!”



