"BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

A Rools Study on

ECeclesinstes,




scription of the
of experiences fits what we know of

k's great wisdom fits Solomon, who
received wisdom as a gift from God (see 1

- Kings 3:1-13) and authored numerous proverbs
(see 1 Kings 4:29-34).



DATE AND LOCATION

as likely written in the latter
mon's life, c. 935 B.C, in Jerusalem




UNIQUE FEATURES

its focus on the meaning of life,
1as a unique appeal to people of all

Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, -
wVanity of vanities! All is vanity.
- -



MELINE



éred his God-
sed in Ecclesiastes
perfect, fallen
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Man's fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one
dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; man has no advantage over
the animal. Everything is meaningless.



Solomon's faith in God i

gastiyour r@j
ough at key places (see [upon theqwatersy
ccles. 5:7; Eccles.

foryyoufuilljfinog
e itafterimany e
:8, 13), he seems for | ...40dy SIS
ve God out of -‘.19§‘5‘ ;
equation, declaring again and | /% / 2

in that life is meaningless.

orough reading of the book | }§ ‘g“ %
iggests, however, that

Solomon's purpose was to show

how utterly meaningless life is

apart from God.




ty, appears 29 times and sets the

at pervades Ecclesiastes. The
der the sun" appears 27 times and
Solomon was making his case for
nly on evidence from the



the problem of life's apparent
our stages:

elief" that life is meaningless (Eccles. 1:1-11).

ce for that belief, showing how his and

orts to f)ind meaning in life yielded only
2-6:12).
how to cope with a meaningless

ed at his own belief in God, he concluded by

hat meaning can be found through faith in and
to God (Eccles. 12:9-14).

‘ Fear God, and keep his commandments...

||/ This s the whole
' duty of man.

\\‘{ / Ecclesiastes 12:13
y

Y/



=xamples of the wisdom In
Ecclesiastes

2 fruits of the fool and the way of the
olomon's advice in Eccles 7-11 is in

OI Prc

A

better to be criticized by a wise person than to
aised by a fool" (Eccles. 7:5).

is better than wealth (Eccles. 7:11-12).
1se person avoids extremes (Eccles. 7:16-17).

* Wisdom is better than military power (Eccles. 7:19).

- * The wise person avoids sexual immorality (Eccles.
7:26).



9:1-8 "Better a live dog than a dead lion!”
ough life seems unfair, and the righteous
quickly as the wicked (Eccles. 9:1-3), in
sis life has tremendous advantages
the living can hope, aspire, plan,
ny rewards.

lomon's statement that "the dead know nothing"
cles. 9:5) should be interpreted in light of his
statement that "the spirit will return to God"
cles. 12:7).

0 Christians who understand eternal life in light
\. of Christ's resurrection, OT statements about the
| afterlife often seem inadequate. However, the OT
saints were not without hope of life beyond the
grave.




onclusion

 appears to be the work of a Solomon
d wiser by the unforeseeable
ife and by his own serious mistakes



