"BOOK OF ECCLESIASTES

A Rools Study on

ECeclesinstes,




book's great wisdo

received wisdom as a gift from God (see 1

- Kings 3:1-13) and authored numerous proverbs
(see 1 Kings 4:2934).



DATE AND LOCATION

5 was likely written in the latter
non's life, c. 935 B.Cin Jerusalem
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ause of 1 ts focus
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any biblical book.
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Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, -
_.wVanity of vanities! All is vanity.
g - -
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ECCLESIASTES 3:19

Man's fate is like that of the animals; the same fate awaits them both: As one
dies, so dies the other. All have the same breath; man has no advantage over
the animal. Everything is meaningless.



h Solomon's faith in God i;[ast YOUL hr[ﬂ
ough at key places (see [upon | theJuiateTsy
. Eccles. 5:7; Eccles.
.8, 13), he seems f},

ve God out of rtt[eswstes
equation, declaring again and | - c
In that life is meaningless. '

horough reading of the book f’}_‘.
Iggests, however, that

Solomon's purpose was to show

how utterly meaningless life is

apart from God.
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1ity, appears 29 times and sets the
at pervades Ecclesiastes. The
der the sun" appears 27 times and
t Solomon was making his case for
only on evidence from the



the problem of life's apparent

our stages:

hi s "belief" t-Ipat
ered evidence for t ha

orts to fi)nd meaning in life yielded only
126:12).

n

advice about how

: g h \ d at his own be
1at meaning can b 1d through faith in and
2 to God (Eccles. 12:94).

‘ Fear God, and keep his commandments...

||/ This s the whole
' duty of man.

\\‘{ / Ecclesiastes 12:13
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mples of the wisdom In
Ecclesiastes

e fruits of the fool and the way of the
omon's advice Iin Eccles7-11is in

i s better to be crit
aised by a fool" (Eccles. 7:5).

sdom I s better t-I2an we
Wi se person avotlds e
sdom Is better than mi

The wise person avoids s
7:206).



.9:18" Better a |1 ve dog
ough life seems unfair, and the righteous
guickly as the wicked (Eccles. 9:13), In
ysis life has tremendous advantages
ly the living can hope, aspire, plan,
and enjoy life's many rewards.

olomon's statement that "the dead know nothing"
ccles. 9:5) should be interpreted in light of his

r statement that "the spirit will return to God"
ccles. 12:7).

hristians who understand eternal life in light
of Christ's resurrection, OT statements about the
afterlife often seem inadequate. However, the OT
saints were not without hope of life beyond the
grave.



onclusion

S appears to be the work of a Solomon

nd wiser by the unforeseeable

life and by his own serious mistakes
at wisdom
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